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MONDAY EVENING, DEC. 31, 1900.

The old year will expire tonight.
To tbo youeg it bas been a long; to the

old, a short one. .To some it has brought
joy and gladness, to more, gloom and
eadcess. But its pains and Ite pleasures,
its hopes and ite regrets, its raptures
and disappointments, are all the same
now.all _or»e to tbe limbo of departed
thing-«, never more to return. Tbey
are but memories, and whether pleas¬
ant or the reverse, are now like tbrice

told tales, and may as well be forgot¬
ten, for tbe duties of tbe new year, tbat

commences tomorrow, will demand the

undivided attention of alt right-think¬
ing men, ho that wise people will le1
1900 tike- away with it all the unpleat·-
ness it brought, and strive to avail
themselves of the opportunities 11*01

m-ty present.
As no American soldiers are shot

or wounded by the Filipinos,
that I*, tciordirg to the official
reports ol recent military opera¬
tions against tbem, and as loot in
the as yet unravaged portione of tbe
Philippine Islands is plentitul, many

people tbink it strange tbat bounties
should be proposed for soldiers to go
tbere. especially as there aro so many

unemployed men in this country. In

deed, so strange is it, tbat a large num¬
ber of intelligent readers believe the re¬

ports referred to bave been subject to

too much censorship.

The Chinese minister at Washing¬
ton says be is puzzled by the different
and contradictory dispatches received
here from his country. He may well
be, and as be is an intelligent man, be

doubtlo-s knows tbat everybody e'se ie.
They may be understood at the «"--tate
Department, but are certainly not any¬
where else \Yh«-n Minister Conger
come- home be will probably tell what
be know«, aud the puzzle may possibly
be explained, as what be may then say
will not be censored.

The Boera eeem to be having their
own way now, coming and going as tbey
please and picking up all the British
soldiers they meet witb, except tbe
large armies, wbich tbey either break
through or circumvent as they choose.
But, all the same, General Rober's has
sailed for London and the English peo¬
ple are proud of the "famous victories"
tbey have won over the South African
republic*.
Thk Gaz__.-_ tomorrow will cut

another notch io its time stick, and en¬

ter upon the one hundred and second
year of its r-trange, eventful age.
Though old, It is still young and active,
and wiil etart on its annual course with
an elastic) step, and hopes to greet all
its many readers in 1902, as it will do
tomorrow to those of 1901, and to wish
them too a happy new year.*

FKÛ. VVÀsHlNl-TOI,.
IConeeponderrce of tho Alexandria Guette.]

Wa_hin_ton, December 31.
According to Minister Conger's dis¬

patches the terms made by the joint note
are un«-««uivo:*ally acceded to although
the decree commands ChlnaVe represent¬
atives to attempt tbe obtaining of a

modification in some respects. The
cablegram fnils to give these points but
it is RRRfmem h »re that the mainte¬
nance of large.and to tbe imperial mind
threatening, legation guarde aod the
razing of tbe Taku and other forts are
the objectionable features. It is here
that the use of the word "Irrevocable"
become·» important. Whether tbe
terms of an irrevocable agreement duly
accepted by tbe C'aineee Government
can be changed or even softened is a
dubious question. Officials of the admin«
istrr-tion are inclined to believe that
while other detalla may be made to more
nearly approach leinency tbe specifica¬
tions of the j jint note «*annot be avoided.
The dispatch makes uo mention of the
time when Kwang-su may be expected
to return to Pekin, but the command to
his envoys to arrange for further meet¬
ings with the envoys of foreign powers
would indicate that tbe Emperor did
Dot contemplate an immediate move in
that direction. The dispatch state««
that a cessation of military expeditions
i» desired by Kwang-au. Minister Con¬
ger has been notili-d that tbis ie entire¬
ly in accord with tbe views of this gov¬
ernment and that he ia expected to use
fell influence to escure tbeir ci a "at ion
Compliance with tbis request, it is be¬
lieved here, will do more tnan anything
else to bring the imperial family back
to Pekin. Its presence would aid fur¬
ther negotiations in many ways, and in
greater measure than anything else re¬
move distrust from Chinese minds

It is no«? currently reported, and be¬
lieved, here that ex-President Harri¬
son a «.on was deprived of his commis-
Sion lo the army for two reasons : to
spite hts father for his lukewarm 8up°
port of Mr. McKinley, ano to give bis
place to a man whose friends had ren¬
dered the President efficient support
during the recent campaign.

C-tpt. Howgate, who was released
from tbe Albany penitentiary last Sat
urday, is now at tb home of his familv
In this city. He ir old and poor now
but says be will fi.bt for a living and
die game. The members of his familv
.re very kind to bim and many ol his¬
pid friends have already called upon
him.

e

General Miles says many of ex-Secre¬
tary Alger, statements respecting him
.are absolute falsehoods, aod that he
.Mil prove them to be so, but only at
w*··" own time.

_«_rt-_°p,e ,rom Peni-*-y-vania and Delà-
_.¦*·>» today say that ex-Senator

RICIJ will certainly be elected ?. S
te.

Senator from the former, and that Mr. I
Addicks will be elee ed from tbe latter
.State, as both b-we.he money requisite ?

to effect that purpose, tnd money
makep Sen-tíors as well as mares go j
nowadays.
The funeral of the late Saml. Mac-

Donald, sie«, er of Auditor Morris, took
plHC'hi« fternoon at Speere, under-
irik'.nv; -Mjtl ihsbmont on F street, Rey.
F Waiden Mvf". aFr-istant rector of tbe
Christian ? B. OttOroll, conducting tbe
-.i-rvic'-i. !'b<-> r iieir··« will be taken to

Bait mi re wtaern they will be cremated.
The a«hee will bo removed to the
family burini let at Stenbenville, 0.
The family difficulties of Robert Bur¬

ton Rodney, a retired paymaster of the
navy, aod bis bride of lesa than two
month? were given a public airing to¬

day in tbe hearing of tbe suit of Miss
Elizabeth Cole, cousin end compsnion
of Mr·, Rodney, agaicet Mr. Rcdney
for Í-57 back pay. Mies Cole, heavily
veiled, aod Mr, Rodney were present.
To otl-iet the testimony of th» Paymas¬
ter, that M'-is Cole bad never been em¬

ployed by bim aai that she came here
without his consent, a letter is pro¬
duced written by him to his wife's
mother several weeks before the mar¬

riage, whicb is In part ss follows:
Marguerite (bis wife) is a very remark¬
able girl, so deep, so sensitive, such
«Swiss watch like fineness of mental
machinery. I would not dare to love
her if I were not conscious of having
the ability to minister to her happiness.
The divine M. will be completely
under the protection of her cou-

sinV, Miss C ile'e, discretion, watchful¬
ness of «pe-e.ch SB. tidelity. I like little
Mi-s Col a and it would be joy to me for
M. to chsflsh her as companion, ihe ought
to have a» mo ono and at her own choice and
we will |ast have to havo Mis« Cole." Mr.
Rodney bis been nakiag all kinds of sensa¬

tional charge, a_i.ii.3t tho two women, but his
attorney ha« forbidden him to speak further to
repuitorf. Auothci lettor written by Mr. Bod-
ney to Miss Cole, on Dec. loth. r*ad_ "You
are again told to quit this mansion which you
have been and are s«__idalizing by being bed¬
fellow of my wife; thus every night sinoe the
marriage (Nov. 3} and _o doubt by exercising
of mesmeric hypnotic powers over her. You
are criminally .liable and can be any night
arrested and seit back to Canada by police
authorities." Tho young ladies say there
was no trouble ur.ul Miss Lavinl* Bodnoy,
els'.er of tho paymaster, took a band in the
m »iiag» »lient of bil affaiis and tbat «be is
viol nt»; opposait ?? than as the matrimonial
.»aventuro of her bro.her makes an extra
drain eu the ».»uso tbo .·'.rings of which «he
ho.ds.
Stocke we.e qaotod as «rtrong here today,

and so were «Vkest and corn, and cotton was

steady.
Tomorrow will bo observed as a general

holiday heie in all the national «nd district
officer, and e.ffieial calla will be numerous,
bnt not at private houses. Tbe British lega*
tice will be entertained tonight at the White
House, where there will be wstch meeting,
.nd toni« ? row all the foreign legations, na¬

tional and Iktriet juei.es, army and navy
offices a-.id lo.al ar*ociatione will be received
ta» ? ß Mr.*» (»race, the wife of the Secretary
of tb« Tmi ittr_, will for the firet time stand
aatt to Mrs. McKinley at the White House
receptions.

FOREIGN NEWS.
Li Hung Cbaog and Prince Ching,

the Chinese peace commi-.ioners, yes¬
terday, in Pekin, notified Senor De Co-
logan, the Spanish minister, and dean
of tbe Diplomatic Corps, that tbe gov-
ernmeut had agreed to the demands of
the powere as set forth in the prelimi¬
nary note. They asked that a meeting
of the foreign representatives be con¬
vened, and said tbat they would sign
the note in tbeir character ae represen¬
tatives of the throne. The Emperor's
instruction»! sre to agree fully to the
note, but to try to get the best terms
possible, particularly in regard to limit¬
ing tbe number of legation guards, and
also as to the piaci h where these are to
be located, Tne ( ourt expected to re¬
turn to Pekio by the end of February.
Nojofficial news has been received by the
U. S. government concerning tbe
action of tbe Imperial authorities. Li
Hunt* Chang's health is so poor that
he will probably have to delegate his
powers as Chinese commissioner to
Prince Ching until another commis¬
sioner is appointed,
The Boer raiders have isolated Kim«

berly. Provisions are at famine prices,
and the place is practically again in a

state of ii ge. Lord Kitchener rep rls
tbat tbe boere have captured tbe Brit¬
ish post at Helvetia. Fifty British
were killed aod wouuded and 200 taken
prisoners. General do Wet is still at
large, tbe Boers have isolated Eimberly
again and no progress is being made by
the British against the Boer Invasion of
Cape Colony.
Raids on the London financial mar¬

ket are expected as a result of the sus¬
pension of the London and Globe Fi¬
nance Corporation.
Archdeacon Ferrar, in a sermon at

Westminster Abbey, warned England
tbat early i_ the new century she
would have to meet a combination of
other powers.
The British government has received

a report tbat the Asbanti rebellion has
ended.
A cabinet crisis in Spain is imminent,

owing to diflerences among the mem¬
bers.
Denmark, it is stated in Copenhagen,

will sell her West India Islands to tbe
United Sta es or nobody.
Southern Railway Appointments.

Tho Southern Railway Company au-
_o__»*Mt the iolloivJdg apoointraents,
ell'.'tive January 1.
W. H. Peddle, general superintend¬

ent of trac-imitation.
R. B. Pegram, a.s«i3tant general man¬

ager.
H. W, Hutcuens, »superintendent of

Memphis division.
A. Rtmseur, superintendent of. Nor¬

folk division.
These are changes growing out of the

resignation of J. H. Barrett, as general
superintendent of transportation.
Tbe Century Magazine for January

has been received from its publishers,
in New York. Its contents are: Cole's
Engravings of Old English Masters, A
C.aieilj ol Consoienoe, Storm Song of
the Nor.-ecaen, The United States Pat¬
ent (»ilice, Aftermath, The Helmet of
Navarre, The Orient, Running the
Canons of tbe Rio Grande, Hamlet's
Castle, How Darest Thou Wait, The
Man Who Went With the Place, The
Wolf, Shadow and Sunlight in East
London, The March of Progress, "Un¬
der the Sun," Examples of American
Portraiture, Stephen Phillipe, What
tbe Government Costs, Her Mountain
Lover, Besieged in Peking, Some
Americans Abroad, Topics of the Time,
and In Lighter Vein.

An unknown man and woman of
middle age, with respectable appear,
ance, were fonnd dead from gas as¬
phyxiation in a room in Courtney'sHotel, Brooklyn, tbis morning. Theyhad been dead six or eight hours and
had evidently committed eoiclde. Four
unlighted burners of a stove were turn¬
ed on full and tbo room was filled with
gas. The couple had registered as man
and wife, but the writing was illegible.

ALEXANDRIA IN 1000.
Another year bas rolled around and

bas brought witb its close tbe close of
tbe century and added another chapter
to tbe hi-»tory of Alexandria. Let all

hope tbat the new lertury may brin_
renewed blessing/, that peace and
plenty may be ? iiich.-ufud by a kind
Providence, and that old Belle Haven
may live Ion-- and prosper.

I* his been the cu-totn of the Gazette
for a number of years to close its annual
volume eyitb a resume of tbe business
of Alexaudria for tbe year. Following
tbie custom ita representatives have bad
interviews witb the mist prominent
merchants, and give the following sum¬

mary of wnat tbey ascertained in refer
enee to tho bueinees of Ibe city during
this, as compared with tbat of last
year:

It will bo admitted by tbe most opti¬
mistical that "that wave of prosperity"
has not rolled very high over this sec¬

tion, but if it reached here at all some

Alexandrians, it is quite probable, se¬

cured a saareof it.at least it is hoped
so, and all will be glad to know that
tbe total volume of business this, ex¬

ceeded that of last year. Whether the
total amount of money made in Alex¬
andria equalled that of last year is a

question, for few people boast of tbeir
profits or tell of tbeir losse«. Still it is
known tbat tbe bulk, or wholesale busi¬
ness, increased, and tbat tbe retail trade
was as large as that of last year.
The reports of tbe agents of the bit;

railroads centering here, and those of
tbe steamer lines show that tbe tonnage
of freigh' shipped both to and from
Alexandra was larger this than last
year, which is conclusive proof tbat the
volume of trade has increased, hut
numbers of merchants admit that
while they did more business than tbey
did last year, they did not make as

much money. Tbis is accounted for
by tbe advance in prices by the trusts
which now control most of the staple
goods, and tbe smaller profits wbich the
dealer can now make. Year by year
harder work is required to earn a dol¬
lar, and constant vigilance and atten¬
tion is necensary for every man now in
business to maintain bis place.
The financial atlaire of the city are in

good shape and are well managed, those
in charge using tbeir best efforts tn tbis
direction. Tbere bave been no unusual
drains upon tbe treasury this year, and
tbe city's credit is good. Alexandria
corporation bonds are now iu demand
at par.
Although tbere bas beeu no building

boom tbis year, tbe number of bouses
erected or in conree of erection is larger
than that of last year, and tbe buildings
are chiefly handsome residences witb all
modern improvements.

Comparitively little street or sower
work has been done during tbe year,
but as soon as spring opens a consider¬
able amount of this work already out¬
lined will be done.
For several consecutive year·· no busi¬

ness failures of importance bave occur¬
red in the city, which is an evidence ol
good management, thrift and safe
methods on tbe part of Alexandria's
buniness men.
Tbe banks have done a nourishing

business and have earned larger divi¬
dends at the same time continuing their
liberal policy to their patrons.aiding
and encouraging them to the limit of
tbeir ability in all business affairs. The
Alexandria banks are rated among tbe
solid io-titulions of tbe State, and tbey
are most excellently managed. Tbeir
statements published ten days ago show¬
ed what excellent condition they are io.
The building associations, as a rule,

have not done sa well. Tbe borrowers
have not been eo numerous, nor the
amounts of the loans so large, as in pre¬
vious years. S .'me of tbe associations
bave bad to buy in property on wbich
they bad made loans, and one, rutber
than redeem a part of its stock, is now

engaged in erecting several handsome
residences. It is hoped that tbis will
pay tbe stockholders fair dividends.
The values of real estate have slight¬

ly advanced, according to some deal¬
ers, while others only say there is no
falling off. More sales were made Urie,
than last year, though the transactions
have not been large. Bents bave not
materially increased, but tbere has
been a better demand for booses than
for some time and there are few, if any,
medium sizad residences witb mod¬
ern improvements now for rent in this
city. The low prices of real estate ere

complained of all over tbe country,
while all kinds of stocks and bonds
have increased in value. Some of the
biggest failures of tbe year are accred¬
ited to loans made on reai estate which
has depreciated in value.
Tbe fertilizer business shows a large

increase over tbat oi list year, both in
sales and in manufacture, tbe iwo com¬
panies owning large plants here, now

being in the big combines, doing much
shipping for other bouses iu tbe coin-
nine located in other cities. On
of tbo manufactories was damaged by-
fire last summer but was promptly re¬

paired and both are considered model
plants, being equipped with tbe most
modern maobinery, etc., and are con¬

stantly being enlarged to meet tbe
growing demand for tbe high grade and
reliable fertilizers made here.
Tbe coal dealers report a fair in¬

crease in sales. Their territory has not
increased for the reason that tbey now
cover all tbe territory tbey can reach
by the railroads centering here. They
ship bard coal as far south as Alabama
and but little of that kind of coal is
used south of that State.
The high tarili has almost obliterated

tbe plaster trade, wbich but a few
years ago was a nourishing business,
plaster then being shipped here direct¬
ly in large quantities from Nova
.Scotia, where Alexandrians own quar¬
ries. The business in lime and cement
bas slightly increased.
There is little change to note in

tbe hardware business.
During the year a canning factory

and an extensive barytese mill nave
been put in operation and both have
met with succe-s. The canning fac
tory could not supply one-third of the
demand ma..e upon it and the owners
of tbe barytese mill, wbo are practical
men and thoroughly understand their
business and the management of their
plant, have every assurance that the
product of their mill will be sold ae fast
as it is turned out. This should en¬
courage other 8 o enter the manufactur-
ing Held, for on manufactories, it is be¬
lieved by many, depends Alexandria's
future. Those now engaged in manu¬
facturing report good results and en¬

couraging prospects.
The Alexandria brick works report

having made and soli half a million
more bricks this than last year, the
sales having increased both in tbe city
and outside. Large numbers of bricks
were shipped from this city this year,
both by river and by rail.
Tbe lumber dealers report the vol¬

ume of business as about the same as
that of last year. More lumber and
building material have been sold and

used in Alexandria thie fiati las' yeir,
but the oulside. .sales have not material¬
ly increased. The mills have been
kept quito busy turning out work for
use in tbis city, Washington and else¬
where, the Alexandria asolata having
secured a number of good contracts
after lively competition. Tl'o lumber
dealers here buy in tho larges»
markeis, r'ill on reasonable terms und
profits, and bave built up a large trade,
which tbey continue to hold againbt all
comer··.
Tho wholesale grocery and provision

merchants report about the same vol¬
ume of b'jsiness as last year. In some
instances tbere was a falling off, while in
others tbere was an increast-, which
"evened thin s up." This is one of Al¬
exandria's large-it branches of trade
and this city is a supply centre fur ?

large territory.
The retail grocery business shows lit¬

tle change. It ah'fied about somewhat
ameng desleís who presented their
goods in the most attractive ways, but
the volume increased but little. Tbe
sale of high-priced fancy groceries is
hardly as ltirye as that of a few years
ago.
Tbo grain and flour trade shows an

increase. Tbe tburing mill here pur¬
chased twico as much grain this year as

it did last, and brought it from a much
greater distance than heretofore, while
it made and .sold twice as much flour
and over a much larger territory.
Tbe general commission business was

larger this year than for some lime and
farm products, poultry, gamo, etc.,
came here from a greater distance.
-Good prices were secured and general
satisfaction was given.
The wholesale business in drugp,

paints, oils, etc., this year was tbe
largest in tbe city's history and the ter«
ritory supplied by Alexandria witb this
line of goods exceeds tbat of any other
Drancu of trade, extending nonh and
south, east ond west. Cities, towns
and villages heretofore supplied by tbe
largest cities of the country witb these
goods, now purchase through salesmen
sent out from this city, which is an evi¬
dence of tbe enterprise of tbe Alexan¬
drians engaged in this business.
Tbe retail druggists report no de¬

crease in their business, and all say
tbey are making a living if tbey are not

getting rich.
Tbe dry goois, notions and carpet

merchants report business in their Ime
as good, and in some instances better
than las*, year. They have kept large
and well assorted stocks of goods, sold
tbem at reasonable prices and made
special exertions to attract trade, both
within and from without the city.
Many of the merchants in tbis line of
business are as energetic and enterpris¬
ing as any in the city and are assistine
very materially in building up tbe trade
of Alexandria.
The ice business continues on the lo·

crease, and during the hot speli in Au¬
gust this city supplied pointsas far south
as South Carolina, and through the
energy of the Alexandrin dealers pre¬
vented ice famines in several Virginia
aud other southern cities. The re-ice·
ing of train loadsof fruit from tbeSoutb
and meals from the west continui·, and
more men are employed in bundling lie
now than ever before. Tbe ice plant
here was run during the scpsou to its
fullest capacity, and its capacity is now

being increased.
The leather trade, an important item

in the busine.« of the city, shows no
material change. Large quantities of
leather made in the North Carolina
bark region at tannerie.* owned by Al¬
exandres are shipped directly here and
sold all over the country. Tbis leather
is of excellent quality and finds a ready
market.
Toe Bhoe factories have been kept

buey throughout tbe entire season, and
grestly increase»! their outputs. Tbe
Alexandria ínadeshoes meet witb ready
s il««, «ititi land well in tbe market. The
facilities of the factories are constantly
being increased and tho newest machin¬
ery added. For their size there are few,
if any, better equipped shoe factories
than those iu tbt- city. Tne retail boot
and shoe dealers, at least some of
them, report an increase in their sales
over those of last year.
Tbe business of tbe Alexandria brew¬

ery continues to increasa and additions
aod improvements are constantly being
made to tbe plant, which is already one
of· the most .empiete in the United
States. The managers are somewhat
hampered for epace, aod it is to be re¬

gretted tbat the recent effort to secure
a piece of unimproved land on wbich
they intended to erect several other
buildings, was unsuccessful. The com¬

pany has a large trade throughout the
South, and ia annually increasing its
export trade.
Those engaged in the china, glass and

earthenware business report a very
gratifying increase in the volume of
trade in tbat line, but say tbat sales
have now to be made on small mar ins
and at reduced profits. Tbe establish¬
ments here carry laige stocks of goods
and tbe dealers are always on the alert
for business and compete witb tbe
largest establishments in tbe country.
The sales of furniture have somewhat

increased and some ot the dealers this
year carried larger and handsomer
stocks of goods.Indeed, as handsome
as anyone would waot. Taeir stocks
compare favorably will those io larger
cities, as do also their prices.
The wholesale liquor business shows

a slight increase, the out-of town sales
being larger this, than last year. The
retail business remains about unchang¬
ed. Tbe distillery near this city resum¬
ed operations tbie year after a long close
down and a large quantity of liquor has
been made tbere.
The tobacco and cigar dealers say

there has been little change in their
business.no fulling oil. The cigar
makers bave had to compete with tbe
cheap but inferior grades of cigars pot
on tbe market as ''leaders" by the
trusts, but they say they made about as

mauy ci.ars this year as tbey did last.
The ready clothing business has

hardly equalled hat of last year. The
milt! fall weather which extended into
the winter reduced their sales,and cheap
tailor-made clothes also cut in on this
trade.
Tho jewelfcrs report a better business

than that of last year, and have kept
pretty and well assorted stocks of goods
to meet all demands.
Tbe confectioners business, neither

wholesale nor retail, has been as large
as tbat of last year, while tbat in fruits,
both foreign and domestic, bas increas¬
ed. Everybody eais fruits now and tbis
is a growing trade,
Tne stove, range and tin ?» a e deal¬

ers say tbeir business this,equalled tbat
of last year,
Tbe book and periodical dealers re¬

port little change in their business.
The business in bay, feed, etc., was

about equal to tbat of last year.
The dealers in agricultural imple¬

menta, seeds, etc., report their business
fully equal to tbat of laet year.
A considerable amount of repair work

has beep done at tbe shipyards and a

niimlinr of largo and small boets have
?ni bellt Of rebuilt there. I
Most of the mechanic* have had

work during the groiter part of the
yoar, though, aa a rule, wagis havo not
been advanced.
The liver trade shows a fair increase,

il -:-e-ert*ined from statements of the
igt »its of the steamboat lines who re¬

çoit heavier freight.·; both up and down
the river. The river country people
know that Alexandria is both u good
buying and «« llir.g market and this
hhoeild Increase as the river counties
develop.
? ?, vero blow to Alexandria was the

»huttiog down of tbe Hill cracker
bakery, one of the oldest manufactories
in this city. Tbis factory a few year»
¦go was absorbed by tbo "trust," which
to build up a larger concern in a north¬
ern city closed the Alexandria bakery,
threw out of employment a number of
men and destroyed an industry, that
had been in our midst for almost a cen¬

tury.
A number of persons engaged in va¬

rious branches of business seem to lack
enterprise and to make no specilli ef¬
forts to increase their trade, being ap¬
parently content to stand in tbeir
stores and wait for customers, Tbey
never advertise their goods to inform
either city or country people what tbey
have for sale and by not keeping their
names before the reading public nat¬
urally fall to the rear in the mercantile
race with no one to blame but them¬
selves, as it is an incontrovertible fact
that advertises are now out in curd*· of
thanks for tbeir share of patronage.

»«»t?:-.
The number of alarms of firo and tho lime

of service during each month as furui-hed
by Engineer Beets of the Hvdraulion lire
Company is as follows: January, ? a!armJ,
2 honre and 16 miant«·/ «aivice* February,
3 »larm?, SO minutes' sei vice; March
tlarms, 30 minutes'Korvice; Ap<il 2 alami'.
1 hour and 15 minutes' eeivict; May 2
alarms, no service; Juno, 4 alarm«, 45 min¬
utes'eurvice; July, 1 alarm, no service; Au¬
gust, 6 alarms, 2 hours and 45 minutes' «or*
vice; Septemt er, 2 alaims, 30 minutes' ser¬

vice; October, 3 alarms no seivn-c; Novem¬
ber, 2 alarms, no service·; December, ß alarms,
2 boors aid 45 minutes' sorvlco. 'lotti
alarms to dato, 41. Total number of hoars
of servire, 11 hours tnd 15 minâtes Total
number of feet of hes nsed 7,050 feet.

fho report of Engineor Wood of the Co¬
lumbia S. F. E. Co. is as follows: January, H
alarms, 2 hours and 15 minutos' »-e; vice;
February, 3 ahrrns, 2 hours and 45 minutes'
service; March 2 alarms, 2 hours and 55
minuti«' service; April, 3 alarms, 1 hour and
45 mil iites' service; May, 2 alami«, no sor-
vico; Jirii-, 4 alarms. 1 borr and 45 minutes'
se-rviee·; July, 1 alarm, no service; August, (»
alarms, 4 hours ami 20 minutes' service.';
.«eptci.bor, '2 alarms, 4 hours aad40mia-
ntos'service; October, 3 «linns, 1 hours' ae-r·

vico; November, 2 alarms, 1 hour and 45
minutes'«oi vice; Dee ember 6 alami«, 3 honra
and 30 minutes' aervico Eight thousand
six hundred feet of bose were used.

II,· deaths occurring in AloxandrU (»?
which is ine -led the pars-na who died at 11»
ftlrsliu« J number 3>3 for the year 1D00,
which is 13 les> thin in 1809 Tho num
>>er of deaths, sex and color, was as follows
White, males 104; hmala* 885 OO o-e-d, males
77; females 88* totai, whire 193 colored,
160 tho youngest hsvitg lived <i hours,
»ml tho olilo. within lineo years of tho MB·
t ny tu trie. Tho aver·*'· 'oath rato in *lex-
anula fur 6 yoars.1«,!»1-'!J_ .wae 877; »0
compariti« the yesre ls't.iand 1900 which
aro less than tho «ve rage there baa boon good
he »!th for tbo past year. The death rate of
10OO wm about 18 out of each l,_o. whits
and 31 out of each 1,000 co'orod. Tho re-

maiiie of 125 porsous wero brought heie for
ir,torment, of which 02 wero from the
Dlstri't of Co'.nmbi»
Tho amount e»f fioca co'lvt<d in tho May

or's Court durili- tho »lindar year was
92.406, 9313 m ne thanla-it yesr.
During tho ye;sr t 10 polle, nude 1,134

arreets, as agaiust 967 last year. The num¬
ber of lodg.ira ac-ommodatrd at tho -utrou
hcus-j was 3,190. There wee 8,608 last
year.
Tbe business of the poet-: Hi ß has made a

slight incroaso oser that of tho precedine
yetr in tho «ostai «1 piriment huta laig*
increase in the money order office.
Taking the as an iidex, shows that
tbo busiress of thoeity contiMi.itto imntov,.
It also »hows that, cur young and ztalo s

P'i'tiiiaitor, Mr. Joseph L. Crupper, is keeping
paco witb the time?. He has obtained Rêve¬
rai improvements and convonieuco-, during
bis iocambrnry of the rilico. such as, tbe
extension of tho carrier rorvice, ?? Wctt Enel;
tho collection, l»y cirriers, of letters, for regis¬
tration, whicb saves the sondor from having
to take them to tho cili'-e, themselves; tbe
¦oennng of an additional daily registered
mail, to and from the city, and an oxtri dis¬
patch of northern ma'l at noe 11, which is u
great binclit to tho business peoplo, all of
which, shows that ho is alive to tho Interests
of the community.
During the year tho number of person»

sent to j all was 184 of whom 34 were whito
miles aud 150 colored miles. Of these 11!»
were sent t) the chain King, 7 were United
State» prisoners, and 12 were insano. The
i.u_;3r ef femiles was (?

'Ihe Clork of tho Cm para tion Court ¿urini;
tbo year issuod 323 marriage licenses as
«ra'nst 318 last year.
The number of deeds recorded by the Clork

of the Corporation Court duiing tho year was
Ó01 as against 5 Hi last year.

In the Corporation Court there wero ID
chancery suits instituted. 24 common law
i;iiti, 95 wills admitted to probité, 13 a.!
minist rut-or.-! were »pppinted, ied 4<> chaiters
? nd anioide-I charters gtantel. Last year 44
charters were grantod.

In tbe Circuit Court for 11.3 City Scion
mon law and 3 chancery »nits W8N entered
and 4 charters granted.
Tho husinosi of tho cuitóme houso shows a

falling off. The doty and tonnage tix col«
ljctcl wie $878.50 as against $6.522 last
year. Tho number of coastwif-e entries at
(his port was 4CI5 as against 504 list your.
The number of marino paper» i-_acd was !»S
.5 more than lilt year, Tho principal im
poit broaght to thia diatrict waa plutei rock.
Trio eastern home building ml grounds ire
in good condiiiou, i"d a movement is on foot
to enlsrge tho building to ircommodato tbe
nonieroui office« now located iu tbat building.

Alexandria'· military company, the Alex·
andrl« Light Infantry, hai lucri a- e«! iu stem·
hcreh'p daring tbo yen, end is now ooe o»
the true-companies in tho Seventieth regi¬
ment. The company has a largo and attract¬
ive armory «nd a number of so.Hal fo.ture.
h«vo boon ii to-lured during the yen.
Tbe li ro il.p.riiiient routi ues in a flou·

i«hing condiiiou, «li tho « timpanici being
well equipped. Tho engines aud truck are
in good condition and aie kept so and the
meo aie always on tbo »Ieri.
There «re now 2.778 takers of water, an

Stressed ? ring tho year of 29. Tho mains
havo been extended one »quare on Honry
street retweon Princess and Oronoco a 'd
tow prect'e-llv gridiron tho city. A number
of the tire piugi h.v· be»»n renewed Tbe
property of tho w«ter Cfinpiny i» kept up
well, all neceasiry improvements are made
and a lame boiler will soon be placed in the
pow r hiuae to run its new engine.
The Old Dominion Poat Club is ono of the

most progredivo organizations of it« kind in
tbo Htat.3. It owns · hand»« m s houso on tbo
river front and is thoroughly equipped will·
boats of all kinds and a hendióme new birgt·.
Alexandria has 10 licensed phyeiciina. 4

dentists ind 18 lawyers
Alexindrii has 37 tire inaurano comptu-

ics licensed end represented by agent·, and 6
1 'e intuianco compinic*. Two of thoae cor¬
po at'ons have their main office hera.the
_.ex»ndria and the Pair tax Mutual.
Dur ng tho · oar's ßßßß??? tho Clerk of the

City Hchool Board his ieenid 2,125 pennte
to children to ittend tbe public school».
G78 U white boys, »>77 to white «irle, 354
to colored boy« and 410 to colored giti?.
Lait year tbo number of permits issued was

2,123
The total amount of insurance paid by

agents in this city for fire lesees within the
oily limit«« dnrieg tho *-e«r was !?3.59<>. »a

a _i-9i$7,l'o3 last year. To* does ? >t inc.u "e
tao *Sl3,000 paid by agente ontani·· tho c ty
on tho loss of the fire list Aogtut at the
Alexandria Fertiliser Work«.

The Cork of tho Gas Woiks reports that
(ÉNttOatO ii'-w 1,034 gas eo. Mimera, in in-
c-o»»o of 27 over la*', year During the
yiar IH new services were ? ut in buildings
mut 32 oid ones renewed. Tbere aie 23
¦lunch nid hall amps in use and 22 »tieet
-as I» mpa aro lighted every evening in ad¬

ii tion to the b'.i electric lamp·.-2 moro
«trot lamps d«n last year, Doling the year
»¡13 feet of ti li,eh pip.» was laid on Princess
street, ani IviO feet of 4-incb pipe was laid
on south i«"ayptto itreet and they now hivo
on hand 785 feet of 4 and O-iorh pipo to bo
used iu renewing old mains during the
·¦< m tig spring. The gas works havo been
c j'isi.lorably improved during tin year.
Tho ..bain garjg expenses this year reached

low water mark, being only $400.40. Pre¬
vious Hue·« yens as follows : 1899, $.49.10;
1898. $750.52, and in 1897, $1,482.75.
Proportionate reductions also appear io chili.
gsng expenses charged to and paid tut of the
Stato treasury.

Durin·· tbo year 1899 680 dog licenses
were isiotd. During; tbe prosent year 070,
wbich »uggeati the inquiry, Who ha» the ono
ur-lioet'sed dog? During Avo years(1?*-9'2-90'
thoro was an average of 720 licenses issued.
Djring tbe period iu which a discount of

10 per centum waa allowed ou city taxes
$74.070.05 was the face amount of t»x billa
paid. During similar period last year $74,-
4(i2ò!».
The cost of operating the electric light

plant during the year 1000 reached high
water mark, as it amounted to $0,700 «3

lompaiel with 18!>9, when it was $5,900,
acd 1898, $5 755.

Thi*. toral amenât of ilour inspecte 1 by
Deputy Inspector fi. H. Hancock for the year
was _8,028 both in barrels and bags, as
»gainst 23,913 last year, an iucteaee of
4,115 turréis.
The Gazette completes Us on» hundred and

first volume, and wt.hos its reidora a happy
now year.

..-DAY'S TELEGRAPHIC NEWS
Foreign New*.

Bei lin D.c. 31..General von Hoep-
fuer, who bas been engaged in expedit
ionary work in China,has been recalled.
The eaaon for tbe action is not given.

Berlin, Dec. 31..The Emperor yes¬
terday dedicated a memorial of bis
own design to the families of officers
and men killed in tbe attack on the
Taku forts.

Berlin, Dec. 31..The condition of
the grand Duke of Saxe-Weimar, wbo
has been 111 lor some days, with pneu-
moiilr, is today extremely critical.
London, Dec. 31 .Three small fail¬

ures are reported today on tbe stock
exebauga as a result of tbe failure of
(be London a_d Globe Finance cor

poration. Further suspensions are uot

expected though tbere is still uneasi¬
ness in the west Australian department
of tbe exchange.

Pekin, Dec. 31-In view of the Chi¬
nese Emperor's acceptance of the pre¬
liminary demands of the powers, an
armistice will be declared.

Berlin, Deo. 31.-Gen. Von Walder-
-i n reports under date ol December 29
'but the Chinese who fled south were
overtaken and scattered by a German
M'uadron on«« hundred miles southwest
of Pekin. Greuberg's column seized
great quantities of ammunition and a
nomber ot quick firing and Krupp guns
a' Si Nan Cnno, which bad been aban¬
doned by lleein« Chinese.
Hong Kong, Jan. 1. 1901. 12:01 a. m.

The d ?/:· of tbe new century Is be¬
log welcomed here witb tbe ringing of
bells and tbe blowing of steamer whist¬
les in tbe harbor.
Rome, Dec, 31..It is rumored here

that the Italian cruiser Cariddi has
been wrecked on the coast cf E-iypt.
LondoD, D-c. 31..The building oc¬

cupied by the American Diamond Tae
Company in 8hoe Lane, collapsed today
killinu two men and injuring seven..

Berlin, Dec. 31..An anarchist con¬
ference wbich bad been called for to¬
day iu Berlin has been prohibited. A
number of Ibe foreign delegates have
been arrived, and thea'sembly room of
the a» a-chists in Dragone Strasse is
now surrounded by the police.

The Situatimi in Boot- Airi« a.

London, Doc. 31..The account of
(he Bri ish disaster at Helvetia on Sat¬
urday is confirmed. The Boers captur-
. d 900 men and killed or wounded fifty.
After the attack the Boers withdrew
from tbe place, presumably taking witb
them all the ammunition aud provisions.
It is feared bere that the British guns
were captured. News of the reverse
caused little excitement in London as
the public is growing hardened to these
occurences.
Lord Kitchener today reports the

details of the British defeat at Helvetia
on December 24. He says tbat tbo
Boers surprieed tbe garrison at 2:30 a.
m., first rushing a 4 7 gun. Tbe officer
commanding at Scbwartzkopfer sent
a patrol at dawn witb artillery and they
shelled the Boers out of Helvetia and
forced tbem to temporarily abandon
the gun. The enemy then formed the
prisoners they bad taken around the
gun and eventually got it away. No
amunition was captured. The British
losses, besides tbe captured, were four
officers wounded; eleven men killed
and 22 wounded. A column from
Machadodorp wbich started to reinforce
tbe Helvetia garrison failed to arrive in
time owing to bad roads.
Tne Evening News today says: "If

the country is willing to pay for tbe
folly of its generals and the blundering
of Its ministers, then the p.ntomice
may proceed. But tbe country ought
to demand a finish of the campaign by
guaranteeing tbe South African repub¬
lics self-government Immediately or by
sending sufficient reinforcements to
crush the opposition with a quick
aud heavy hand."

Hi«; KlreH.
Harvey, III., Dec. 31..The million

dollar plant of the Bellaire Stamping
Woiks, which removed to Harvey, a
»suburb of Chicago, a few years ago,
from Bellaire, ? , is burning, and at 10
o'clock thl.« morning the damage done
is said to aggregate 1400,000. The con¬
cern employs ti'K) or 700 men in tbe
manufacture of Biilaunia and stamped
wate. Tbe llames originated from an
overheated stack, which ignited the
roof. With no tire department, other
than volunteers, be »limes met little
opposition und in three hours the fac«
-iirv was reduced to asbe*. It wae ex¬

pected to be in full operation in a few
dai,-. Harvey wan thrown into a pan¬
ic as a result of tbe fire. The cit./.îos
throughout the village, instead of goirg
to the scene of th-î blaze, turned their
attention to saving their own hom»p.
Large brands of fire 11 *w in all direc¬
tions and in many instances the spark»
fell on the roofs of frame bouses.
Milwaukee, W¡· , Der. 31 .A fire that

threat-»«.« Hrf*t. damage is raging on tbe
water frontat Sheboygtn. It broke out at
io m and has already destroved Bei·«, Coil
Company's dorks and Is spreading. The
wind is blowing t gale.

Pittsborg, P·., Dec. 31..Fire destroyed
property valued at $100,1.00 tbis morning
at Coraopol'«, Pi, thirteen miles below here.
The Pennsylvania petrolium works are in
ruins.

¦¦ _¦ -

Don't n-o any of the counterfeits rf G ß
Witt's W.t-h Htzol Halve. Most of then tre
worthless or liable to cause injury. The orig.
inai DoWi.t'e Witch Hasel Salve is · certain
cure fcr piles, eczema, cuts, «calde, barns,
.ores and akin diaeascs.

Threatened by Conspirators.
New York Dec. 31 . Rev. John

Peters, rector of St Michaels Protestant
Episcopal church, has for ionie time
been receiving threatening lotterà and
last week a demand for 1500 in gold
was made with a threatened penalty if
the money was cot paid, lhat the mie-
ister's daughter would be kid¬
napped. Tbe letter contaiued in¬
structions for Dr. Peters to proceed
Thuriday, Dec. 27ib. to aaec'uded path 1
Biversid,· Drive, and there to placo ilio gol!
at the baio of u tree. Un-'er direction of tho
police Dr. Potere went to tbe «p >t de»· ie<:iat.rt
tnd placed there a dummy package
one appeared, though the police who wem
stationed »t point· cver'orkiog the ?».»»»
waited fera long time. It is believed the
conspirator· learned of the preparations to
trap th.m and took the alarm.

Died From I eie!·;o Initiation
Carbondale, III., Dec. 31.A short

time ago R. O. Dsason, a saloonkeeper
in De Soto, III., met a sensational death
while being initiated in the or ·· r ol
Knights of the Royal Arch.
During the initiation a paddle was -*¦_,

having on one aide a wad and on the other
a blank cartridge, and tho wrong sido was
used. Tbo cartridge was Hi«« barged, and
the wtd was driven into Duason's thigh,
from whicb wound blood poisoning set in and
death reeulted in 18 boors. Suit was b-eu 'lit
for damages against tbe loige by Mrs 1) ¦_¦_,
.nd on Saturday ehe seca red a verdict of
fioco.

Ibe Storm on the British Coast.
London, Dec. 31..The gale which

has done extensive damage in tbe laet
few days along tbe coast aid in the
Channel still prevails and last night
blew with fury over the island. The
wind was accompanied with torrenti ?
rates, and tbe midland districts are

Hooded. In the west of Euglena there
have been heavy snow storms. Tbo
heavy rainfall has caused many toad-
slides in Gloucestershire and South
Wales and in the latter district tbe
railways in many places are blocked.
More wrecks are reported along the
coast.

_ _

Gas Explosion.
Wilkesbarre, Pa., Dec. 31..A baa-

dred miners at the Hallenback Colliery
of tbe Lehigh and Wilkesbarre Coal
Company bad a miraculous escape
from death in a terrific explosion of gas
at 8:30 o'clock this morning. Tbe con¬
cussion put out every licht in tlit-mira«.
One hundred men and mules wero
thrown from their feet and great dam¬
age was wrought to tbe mine. Two
men were fatally icjured. The caut-e
of the explosion has not been discover¬
ed. The officials are now in tbe mlue
investigating.

Widow For tbe Kight Ii Time.
Indianapolis, Dec. 31..George Boy-

den, a farmer living near Newburg,
committed suicide Saturday night by
throwing himself in the cistern near
bis residence. He was tbe ei_hih
husband of Mrs. Emily ? «/dee,
and tbe third in tbe list to commit suicide.
Two of the husbands died of uatural .¦«a.
three c nni.'tted niicidu by drowning ainl
threow.ro divorerei, two on their wn c«»i_

plaint·»,, oue on hers. A ie:->li«r '.-inci¬
dence of the suicide« is that each »f lu hut-
bands drowned h'mself iu tho ram > cistorn.

To It.·??·inil.it.« I'alc.-itlno.
Constantinople Dec. 31..It is learned

that one of tbe great powers has told
tbe Sultan that tbe Kaiser is backirg
the Zionist movement which man« to

re-populate Palestine with Jews and
tbat he is rec>-ivio<« and encouraging
Zionist leaders. Tne news h,>- f igi -

ened Abdul Hamid and be has sent a
circular note to bis representative»
abroad notifying tbem of the rigornuH
application of a new order to prohibit,
the settlement of Jews in Palestine.

Fold Ilia Coal loi· a I um Big .rink.

Boston, Dec. 31..Patrick H. Mur-
ray, aged 28, was found dead to lis
room at the Salvation Army hotel yes¬
terday afternoon. He le't a note say¬
ing, "Have just taken 15 grains mcr-

phioe. Have 40 cents left and it u ill -.o
for a last big drink. Had to sell coat
to get the money. The next world
cannot be worse than this." Mi.rray
bas a sister in Maryland.

NEWS OFTHK DAI '

Tbe Philippine commission lias ad¬
ded to the school bill a provision for
the employment of GOG American teach¬
ers.
The l&rge phosphato factory of Mee-

srs. L. E. P. Dennis & Son, on Janes
Island, at tbe mouth of the river, about
two miles from Chesterfield Md., was
destroyed by fire on Saturday. The
loss is about $30,000.
Charlee S. Sparks, a Cincinnati law¬

yer and follower of Ingersoll, bas an¬
nounced his purpose of bringing up his
daughter as an agnostic and of teaching
her tbat the Christian religion is false
and an enemy of humanity.

Major General Colville, whose resig¬
nation has been demanded by ihe
British War Office, has arrived in Eng¬
land to demand a trial by court martial
to establish responsibility for the yeo¬
manry disaster at Lindley last May
Senator Pettigrew's son, wbo insisted

on smoking a cigarette in Ibe lobby of
a Kansas City theater on Saturday,
despite the rules, got into a fight with
an usher and bad bis jaw fractured
Those who dislike cigarettes wish it
bad been bis neck.

Mrs. Newton McCann of Wilkesboro,
N. Y., on Saturday gave birth to four
ohildren, two girls aud two boi s. Eigh¬
teen months ago she had triplets. All me
well and hearty. Seven children in
less than t<vo years is claimed as
tbe world's record.
Former President Cleveland bas writ,

teo an article fevonng direct electhu of
tbe preeident by the people a.-.tl a logg¬
er tenure ot office, witb a view to in-

eligibility for a second term. He
thinks tbe present method ol ei» atto·] a

president cumbersome, and that ihere
is no excuse for continuing it.
Tbe same bandits wbo captured (be

son of Mr. Cudaby, tbe million «re pt,rk
packer, of Omaha, have written him
another letter threaten), g tai in»!»·.
he withdraws his offer of reward tbey
will kidnap another of his children.
After con-nilation with the ? olire be
decided to let the reward stand.

DeWitt'e Little E»ily Biae-rt aie dainty
little pills, bat they never fsil to c.'e*nse the
.ìver, removo obetractione and invigorate the
system.

DIED.
On Deceobir 31, at 1 » a. rn.. tt tbe ·_¦_

denco of her brother, Mr. Laurence .tabler,
l'ABOLI-? ?G*?? EB.MAB-H «LI, widow
of KdwtrdC Mart!a in the42d ye«- of her
tge. Notice ol fanerai hereafter.

?HI'. ANNUAL MESTINO of tbe stock -

holders of tbe ATLANTIC BUILDING
COMPANY OF WASHINGTON, D. ('., (|_-
corpoiated under tho laws of Virginia) will be
held at the office of Col. F. L. omito, No. 198
¦oath Royal street, on TH CRhDAY, January
17, 1901, at 1 o'clock p. m

MYRON M. PABKEB.President.
OEOBQL EMJ_ÖN8, Sec. A Tre»«.
Deoember m% [dec31 ja_2,!',óU


